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A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

^ entrancing, that suitors seemed to spring out of the
Around wherever she went, a sufficient cause of
anxiety to the Countess her mother, her only living
parent. Of these there were three in particular, whom
neither her mother's complaints of prematurity, nor
the ready raillery of the maiden herself, could effectually
put off. The said gallants were a certain Sir John
Gale, a Sir William Hervy, and the well-known Sir
George Drenghard, one of the Drenghard family
before-mentioned. They had, curiously enough, all
been equally honoured with the distinction of knight-
hood, and their schemes for seeing her were manifold,
each fearing that one of the others would steal a march
over himself. Not content with calling, on every
imaginable excuse, at the house of the relative with
whom she sojourned, they intercepted her in rides and
in walks ; and if any one of them chanced to surprise
another in the act. of paying her marked attentions,
the encounter often ended in an altercation of great
violence. So heated and impassioned, indeed, would
they become, that the lady hardly felt herself safe
in their company at such times, notwithstanding that
she was a brave and buxom damsel, not easily put out,
and with a daring spirit of humour in her composition,
if not of coquetry.

At one of these altercations, which had place in
her relative's grounds, and was unusually bitter,
threatening to result in a duel, she found it necessary
to assert herself. Turning haughtily upon the pair of
disputants, she declared that whichever should be the
first to break the peace between them, no matter what
the provocation, that man should never be admitted
to her presence again; and thus would she effectually
stultify the aggressor by making the promotion of a
quarrel a distinct bar to its object.

While the two knights were wearing rather a
crestfallen appearance at her reprimand, the third,
never far off, came upon the scene, and she repeated
her caveat to him also. Seeing, then, how great was
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